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Calendar of Events

October 2012
2
6 p.m.
City Council Meeting
3
6 p.m.
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
8		
City Offices Closed for Records Management Day
9
6 p.m.
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
12
6 p.m.
Senior Game Night
16
6 p.m.
City Council Meeting
17
6 p.m.
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
20
8 a.m.-2 p.m. City-wide Garage Sale
22-26 		
Fall Clean-up Week
26
6 p.m.
Senior Game Night
November 2012
6
6 p.m.
7
6 p.m.
9
6 p.m.
12		
13
6 p.m.
20
6 p.m.
21
6 p.m.
22 & 23

City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night
City Offices Closed for Veterans Day
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
City Offices Closed for Thanksgiving Day

December 2012
4
6 p.m.
5
6 p.m.
7
6 p.m.
11
6 p.m.
12
11 a.m.
24 & 25

City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
Senior Christmas Luncheon
City Hall Closed for Christmas

City-wide Garage Sale and Fall Clean Up

Residents are encouraged to participate in the City-wide garage sale on October
20. Any unsold or unwanted items may be left at the curb. Interfaith Caring
Ministries will pick up items clearly tagged “for ICM” on Saturday afternoon.
The City will provide FREE curbside pick up of the remaining items beginning
Monday, October 22.
For more information about either of these events, including restrictions about
items for pick up, check www.cityofwebster.com.

COVER – Aerospace legend Gene Kranz leads NASA’s Flight
Operations from 1961 until 1994.

www.cityofwebster.com
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Focus on Finances

Bumper to Bumper Coverage of the Equipment Replacement Fund
The joy of that new car smell
doesn’t last forever. Paint fades. Parts
break. Before one knows it, the time
has come to purchase another vehicle.
Similar to a home budget, the City
of Webster must plan for any asset’s
eventual replacement.
Equipment Replacement Fund
The Equipment Replacement Fund
was authorized by City Council on
June 4, 2002. Its purpose is to ensure
sufficient funding for the timely
replacement of assets, such as police
cruisers, tractors, and generators.
The amount that each department
contributes into the Equipment
Replacement Fund depends upon
three factors: the number of vehicles
operated by the department,
the anticipated cost
of replacement, and
each vehicle’s useful life.
This internal financing
mechanism is used to
accumulate enough cash
to purchase a replacement
when
the
original
equipment becomes worn
out or obsolete.
On September 30, 2012, the City
will have accumulated $2,750,000 in

the Equipment Replacement Fund to
replace over 100 assets in the future.
While the revenue received from
each department has remained fairly
consistent over the last five years,
expenses have varied depending upon
the number of vehicles that were
purchased (see chart below). Surplus
revenue adds to the reserves that will
be spent on more modern, efficient
assets at a later date.

that City Council demonstrates its
commitment to this principle. Money
will be available long after that new
car smell is gone.
Each quarter, a brief article on a specific
aspect of the City of Webster’s finances will be
presented in Focus on Finances. Its purpose is
to inform citizens and provide an inside look at
city government. Is there something you would
like to read about in the future? Do you have any
financial questions about the City? Call Michael
Rodgers, Director of Finance, at 281.316.4102.

Planning for the Future
Prudent fiscal management requires
planning for the future. Creation of
the Equipment Replacement
Fund is just one
way

- 08
FY 07

FY 08

- 09

F Y 09

-10

FY 10

-11

-12
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Department Contributions
Equipment Purchases

Webster ensures that all of its vehicles and equipment are competitively bid by using purchasing cooperatives.

Recent Purchases from the Equipment Replacement Fund

Chief Building Official Erich Pen uses this Ford Escape
daily during the performance of his duties.

Assistant Public Works Director John Warnement and
Eusebio Alvarez appreciate the features on the John
Deere 6230 tractor.

Lieutenant Ray Graham, Patrol Operations, likes the
superior handling and performance of this new unit,
which is used for traffic enforcement.

www.cityofwebster.com
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Inside the Aerospace Capital
As the aerospace capital of the southwest and
the home of human spaceflight, Webster’s past is
nothing short of legendary; its present is brilliant;
and the future promises to be revolutionary. From
the era in which men landed on the moon to the
remarkable space laboratory—the International
Space Station and Space Shuttle achievements—
to the recent, highly intricate arrival of the rover
Curiosity on Mars, space exploration is captivating
and compelling. Space travel and all that the term
connotes continues to elicit some of the very
best traits that humans possess—innovation,
curiosity, intelligence, determination, and courage.
Certainly, space is the high ground both literally and
figuratively, as space exploration has united many
countries in collaborative efforts and paves the
way for scientific research and development that
will benefit humanity in profound ways. Two local
aerospace trailblazers who have had an enormous
impact on advancing human spaceflight, challenging
and enhancing rocket design and operations, and
championing space exploration are Gene Kranz and
Dr. Franklin Chang Diaz.
The future of Webster changed September 19,
1961, when NASA’s Administrator announced
that a nearby pastureland would be transformed
into the “command post for humankind’s greatest
adventure” and serve as the nation’s Manned
Spacecraft Center. Gene Kranz arrived soon after
this decision was made and worked during the next
three decades to ensure that America became the
world’s leader in space exploration.
A native of Ohio, Kranz joined the Space Task
Group in 1960 after his service in the US Air Force
as a fighter pilot. The Mercury Program was in
its second year, and Kranz quickly became a key
member in developing the plans, processes, and
procedures needed to move the country to the
front of the space race. He began his illustrious
career as a NASA Flight Director with the historic
Gemini IV mission – the first American spacewalk
and the first mission to be controlled from the new
Mission Control Center.
During
hundreds
hours to
of landing
www.cityofwebster.com

To the Moon
the following years, Kranz and his
of co-workers diligently worked long
meet President John F. Kennedy’s goal
a man on the moon and safely returning

Photo credit: NASA

Legendary Past – Brilliant Present – Astounding Future

Flight Director Kranz at console (April 1965) during a
simulation prior to the Gemini-Titan 4 Mission.

him to Earth before the end of the decade. His
leadership skills became legendary, especially after
the 1967 fire on the launch pad and loss of the
Apollo 1 crew, when he inspired his workforce
to “go on,” to carry the program forward. His
declaration to become “tough and competent,” to
be accountable for every detail and take nothing for
granted in the pursuit of human space exploration
continues to be a core value of that team.
On July 20, 1969, Kranz led the flight controllers
as they monitored the Apollo 11 descent to the
moon for the first lunar landing, and he played a
significant role in the rescue of Apollo 13’s crew
after a near-catastrophic event occurred early in
the flight. He moved into management positions,
serving as the Chief of Flight Operations during the
years NASA was designing, building, and launching
its first space station, Skylab.
As the Apollo spacecraft and Saturn rockets
were being retired, NASA began developing the
concept for the Space Shuttle, and Kranz provided
his expertise for this new and unique program. His
tenure as Director of Mission Operations lasted
for 20 years, during which time he was involved in
another series of “firsts,” such as the first orbital
flight of the Shuttle, the first flights of American
female and minority astronauts, and the release
of commercial and defense-related satellites. Too,
Kranz was instrumental in helping the nation return
to spaceflight after the tragic loss of the Space
Shuttle Challenger and the crew of seven in January
1986.
Kranz closed out his career with NASA in

Fall 2012
1994, after the completion of one of the Shuttle
Program’s most difficult missions—the repair of
the Hubble Space Telescope. At the time, he was
responsible for more than 6,000 employees and an
annual budget of nearly $750 million, and he was
deeply involved in the planning of Space Station
Freedom.
He has received numerous prestigious awards
during his lifetime. These include the Presidential
Medal of Freedom (co-recipient); Distinguished
Member, Senior Executive Service; AIAA Lawrence
Sperry Award; AAS Spaceflight Award; Gilruth
Award; and the FNASA Foundation’s Rotary
National Award for Space Achievement’s National
Space Trophy. He was presented the Alumni Merit
Award from Parks College, St. Louis University
in Missouri, where he had earned his bachelor’s
degree in aeronautical engineering in 1954.
The longtime NASA leader spent the late 1990s
writing a book about Mission Control from Mercury
to Apollo 13 and beyond, entitled Failure is Not an
Option. Released in 2000, the memoir reached
number 13 on the New York Times Best Seller List.
When asked, Kranz graciously autographs the
book, starting first with the encouraging words,
“Aim High.”
Failure is Not an Option
Known as a “successful failure” and “NASA’s
finest hour,” Apollo 13 represents one of the most
remarkable chapters in America’s space history.
Certainly a crisis of monumental proportions
was handled by Kranz and his “Tiger Team” as
they devised procedures to land the astronauts
safely back on Earth in the Command Module.
The leadership and qualities that propelled the
team of space explorers, scientists, engineers, and
government officials to accomplish remarkable,
courageous feats during the early chapters of
the space program are just as viable today. Kranz
continues to impart the message that the space
program is monumentally important to America and
through focused leadership, ingenuity, hard work,
vision, and willpower, the future is limitless. Kranz
continues to inspire his audiences with his credo:
failure is not an option, and great achievement is
impossible without risk. Gene Kranz will preside
as the keynote speaker at the Webster Business
Alliance on October 11.
Hall of Fame Astronaut
Dr. Franklin Chang Diaz, inducted into the
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NASA Astronaut Hall
of Fame in May 2012, is
a veteran of seven Space
Shuttle missions and
record holder for the
most spaceflights. Since
the age of seven, when
Sputnik was launched
by the Russians, and
the space age began,
Chang Diaz caught the
“space bug.” A native
Dr. Franklin Chang Diaz prepares for his
third Shuttle flight, STS-61-C.
of Costa Rica, he
remained focused on his
goal of becoming an astronaut and forged a path
to accomplish that feat. Since he understood that
careers with NASA were limited to US citizens,
at the age of 18, Chang Diaz came to the United
States with practically no funds and no command
of the English language. He enrolled in public high
school in Hartford, Connecticut, mastered English,
and received a scholarship to the University of
Connecticut. After he earned a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering, Chang Diaz entered
graduate school at MIT (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology) where he was fascinated by Physics—
nuclear physics, thermonuclear physics, and plasma
physics. For his PhD in Plasma Physics, Chang Diaz
worked in the field of fusion technology and plasmabased rocket propulsion. Despite discouragement
from a professor regarding a career as an astronaut,
Chang Diaz persevered. After his citizenship was
finalized in 1980, he was selected by NASA to enter
the astronaut program in Houston.
As an astronaut during the beginning of the
space shuttle era, new training, procedures, and
techniques were being developed and tested.
Flying the shuttle at 25 times the speed of sound,
undergoing space travel for a week or more with
zero gravity, being tethered to the spacecraft
for a space walk, building and supplying the
International Space Station, and landing the
shuttle at 300 knots—forged new ground—
new technologies. Chang Diaz’s contributions
and experiences have paved the way for the next
chapter in space exploration, which will be fueled
by different energy sources to enable faster and
more distant space travel. As Chang Diaz has
contended, space exploration is a transportation
issue. With traditional chemical rockets, a trip to
Mars takes nine months, has debilitating effects on
astronauts due to two types of radiation, and the
www.cityofwebster.com
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Catapult, and Project Aurora.
Presently, Ad Astra Rocket Company’s main
objective is to bring the VASIMR® engine to full
operational deployment in space in 2015. The
engine could be initially operated in a number
of developing market applications in Earth orbit,
including drag compensation of orbiting space
stations and satellite delivery, repositioning, and
maintenance. Later, the VASIMR® is expected to
provide primary propulsion for cargo and supply
missions to asteroids, comets, Mars, and beyond.

®

Dr. Franklin Chang Diaz in front of the VASIMR VX-200
plasma rocket in Ad Astra’s Webster headquarters.

ship’s payload is extremely small because of the
extensive amounts of propellant needed. Chang
Diaz’ career at NASA, which spanned from 1980
to 2005, in the astronaut training program, as an
astronaut on seven shuttle missions, and as director
of the Advanced Propulsion Laboratory at Johnson
Space Center, inspired his novel designs and ideas
for revolutionizing space transportation and
exploration.
Since 2005, Chang Diaz has been the President
and CEO of Ad Astra Rocket Company,
headquartered in Webster. Ad Astra, which
is Latin for “to the stars,” is a privately owned
and privately funded corporation established to
develop, test, and commercialize the technology
of Chang Diaz’ invention, the Variable Specific
Impulse Magnetoplasma Rocket (VASIMR®), a
plasma propulsion system. The VASIMR® harnesses
the power of plasma—known as the fourth state of
matter and formed when a gas is heated to more
than 10,000°C. Lengthy journeys to the planets
and stars require a new technology that relies
on the power of plasma accelerated by electric
and magnetic fields. Whereas today’s chemical
rockets utilize extensive amounts of propellant that
constitute most of the ship’s mass to produce short
bursts of thrust, the VASIMR®, with its plasma
exhaust, is much hotter, consumes propellant
more frugally, and provides continuous thrust.
The VASIMR® propulsion system, for example,
powered by just 12 megawatts of electrical power
could result in a ship’s reaching Mars in about three
months, rather than nine months with a chemical
rocket, and significantly reduce the crew’s exposure
to weightlessness and deadly space radiation. Many
applications are in store for VASIMR®, including
asteroid missions, orbital debris disposal, the
www.cityofwebster.com

Mars is Red Hot
While the fourth planet from the sun has long
enticed scientists and space explorers, the red
planet is becoming accessible, as the science
laboratory Curiosity recently descended on Mars.
Over 1,500 visitors at Space Center Houston were
the first people in the world to see Curiosity’s
successful landing in the early hours of August 6.
Curiosity is a 2,000 lb, six-wheeled, plutoniumpowered rover that is investigating the Martian
climate, geology, and planetary habitability, as well
as paving the way for human exploration.
The City of Webster is the sponsor of a new show
at Space Center Houston’s Blast Off Theater that is
entitled “Mission to Mars.” This live presentation
uses real time data to provide in-depth coverage
of Curiosity’s investigations and includes footage of
the rover’s fiery Mars entry described by NASA as
“Seven Minutes of Terror.” During this 25-minute
presentation, some of Curiosity’s high-tech parts
are revealed, as new discoveries on Mars unfold.
Space Center Houston, the official visitors center
of NASA’s Johnson Space Center, is the only place
on earth to provide guests with this experience.
Inside the aerospace capital, the past has been
legendary; the present is brilliant; and the future
promises to be astounding.

Webster Economic Development Corporation President Donna Rogers
stands with the display of Gene Kranz who narrates the new movie “On
Human Destiny” at Space Center Houston.

Fall 2012
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Webster Celebrates the Fourth of July at Texas Avenue Park

Mayor Floyd H. Myers, Building Board
of Adjustments Member Bob Caperton,
and Council Member Steve Waltz

Asst. Fire Marshal Warren Chappel,
Fire Marshal Ron Gaines, and Fire Chief
Patrick Shipp prepare the fireworks

Council Member Bill Jones sings
Happy Birthday to DeEtta Fryday

City Manager, Council Members, and
Bob Caperton at Opening Ceremony

Webster Fire Dept. provides rides on
Webster Fire Engine #1

Each Military branch
marches to the stage

The Veterans are
recognized on the stage

Celebration Committee Members
Leo Waltz, Beverly Gaines, Alexandra
Dietrich, and Fran Gordon

Public Works staff keep things moving
throughout the festivities

City Manager Wayne Sabo, Rhonda
Thrailkill, and Police Chief Ray Smiley

Houston Highlanders Pipe Band

Georgie Benavides wins a round of bingo
at the Fire Station

Webster Police Department Color Guard

Activities for children abound – from pony rides, a petting zoo, inflatibles, and everyone’s favorite – the fireworks
Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwiches holds VIP night at the new Webster location

Webster Economic Development
Corporation Board Member Kathy
Pritchard and Richard Pritchard

Jimmy John’s Manager Laura Hays,
Webster Council Members Diana
Newland and Alexandra Dietrich

Webster Economic Development
Corporation Board Member Carlos
Villagomez and Rachel Villagomez

Webster Economic Development
Corporation and Council Member
Natalie Dolan and Paul Dolan

Members of Webster’s Boards and Commissions are honored at Space Center Houston

Mayor Floyd H. Myers

Council Member Mel Donehue and
Connie Donehue

Webster City Secretary Pauline Small
and Planning and Zoning Commission
Board Member Dr. Tim Hughes

Planning and Zoning Commission Board
Member Keith Tucker and Helle Tucker

Rose Hamidian and Linda
Purswell greet attendees

Fire Marshal Ron Gaines and Celebration
Committee Member Beverly Gaines

Planning & Zoning Commission Board
Member Marlene Eakman-Herbst,
Connie Donehue, and
Council Member Melvin Donehue

Celebration Committee Members
Carolyn & Jay Corbin and Martha Griffith

www.cityofwebster.com
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Fire Prevention Week is October 7-13
Webster’s
Fire
Department
is teaming up with National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) during
Fire Prevention Week (October 7-13)
to urge residents to “Have Two Ways
Out.” This year’s theme focuses on
the importance of fire escape planning
and practice.

Make a Plan and Practice It
It is estimated that only one-third
of Americans have developed and
practiced a home fire escape plan. As
fire is unpredictable, seconds can make
the difference between life and death
in the more than 350,000 house fires
reported annually. “Residents need a
plan to keep their homes and families
safe in the event of
a fire. They should
develop an escape
plan, practice it
regularly, and equip
homes with lifesaving technologies,
like smoke alarms
and hand-held fire
extinguishers,”
according to Patrick
Shipp, Fire Chief of
the Webster Fire
Department.
The
Webster
Jason Myers, Jason Denson, Josh Rieves,Travis Hobbs, and Rick Vargas stand by
Webster Fire Department’s newest life-saving rescue truck.
Fire
Department

recommends the following tips for
protecting families in the event of a
fire:
Draw a map of the home; mark
doors and windows that can be used
to exit a room.
Identify two exits from the home.
Write emergency telephone
numbers on the escape plan.
Hold a practice drill twice annually
with all family members.

Webster Health Fair – October 23

Recreation News

Every year, the City of Webster
sponsors a Health and Wellness Fair,
designed to provide the regional population with opportunities to meet
with over 60 healthcare vendors.
With the exception of flu shots, the
health fair is a free event.
The community is encouraged to
take advantage of information provided by numerous health-related
businesses and organizations regarding good health, disease prevention,
importance of exercise, and medical
resources. Physicians, chiropractors,
pediatricians, dentists, audiologists,
and oncologists are just a few types of
healthcare professionals who will be in
attendance. The Health and Wellness
Fair is an opportune time to visit with
experts from many fields, like sleep
www.cityofwebster.com

medicine, social services, assisted living, and much more.
The City of Webster’s medical
center is home to many renowned
physicians who perform procedures
and services for more than 1.8M patients annually. This year’s Health and
Wellness Fair promises to provide
the community with a comprehensive
sample of the numerous health and
wellness options available for individuals of all ages.
The free, annual event will transpire on Tuesday, October 23, from
1-4 p.m. at the Webster Civic Center,
located at 311 Pennsylvania Avenue.
For additional information, contact Jayme Kelso, Human Resources
Coordinator, at 218.316.4145 or
jkelso@cityofwebster.com.

Smoke Alarms Save Lives
Install smoke alarms in every
sleeping room, outside of each
bedroom, and on every level of the
home.
Test smoke alarms monthly.
Replace batteries yearly; choose
a day and make the replacement an
annual occurrence; many use the
spring forward time change.
To learn more about Fire Prevention Week, visit NFPA’s
website at www.firepreventionweek.org.

Tae Kwon Do
Tae Kwon Do classes are offered
to beginners through Black Belt on
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.
Fees are $25 per family/household
for residents of Webster and $50 per
family/household for non-residents of
Webster.
Senior Game Nights
Seniors are invited to join
their peers for a light meal, great
conversation, and fun games. Play
Farkle, “42,” Phase 10, Chickenfoot,
and more at the Webster Civic
Center Complex, 311 Pennsylvania,
from 6-9:30 p.m.
For more information about these exciting activities,
call Bryan Morgan at 281.316.4137 or check
www.cityofwebster.com.
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Faces Behind the City
On the surface, the real-life teams
of Webster Police Officer Daniel
Rebolledo and his canine partner Igor
and Officer John Vaughn and canine
partner Kyra might resemble James
Belushi and Jerry Lee, the stars of
Hollywood’s popular comedy K-9,
but the facts reveal that these hardworking, highly successful
K-9 teams are very serious. For the first eight
months of 2012,
Webster’s
two K-9 teams
made 116 arrests and seized
controlled substances, along
with cash, valued at $32,000.
Officer John Vaughn and Kyra

Rebolledo and Igor
The team of Officer Daniel
Rebolledo and Igor, a five-year old
German Shepherd born in the Czech
Republic, has been instrumental in
controlled substance searches, seizures, citations, and arrests. Igor, who
was initially trained in tracking and
narcotics detection at Worldwide
Canine in Spring Branch, Texas, finds
marijuana, cocaine, heroin, methamphetamines, Xanax, and a variety of other illegal drugs. Together,
Rebolledo and Igor have conducted
searches inside buildings and vehicles,
as well as tracking suspects.
Vaughn and Kyra
The team of Officer John Vaughn
and Kyra, a four-year old German

Shepherd, also born in the Czech
Republic, has been extremely successful in enhancing narcotics enforcement in the City of Webster. Like Igor,
Kyra has been trained in tracking and
narcotics detection.
Assisting Others
Both of the Webster
Police Department’s K-9
teams assist neighboring entities’ police departments
periodically and
constitute a formidable
force
in
reducing
narcotics-related crime in the
municipality.

Officer Daniel Rebolledo and Igor

Yards of the Month

June - Commercial
Regency Village
409 Greene St.

July - Commercial
BestCare Laboratory Services
202 N. Texas Ave. Suite 100

August - Commercial
Synergy Rehab
526 Orchard St.

June - Residential
Carlos Villatoro
315 Linda Lane

July - Residential
Gary Jones
18222 Anne Dr.

August - Residential
Shirley Simmons
321 Slossen St.
www.cityofwebster.com
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Public Meeting Notes
May 1, 2012, City Council Meeting

• Mayor Myers presented a proclamation
recognizing Motorcycle Safety Awareness
Month to representatives of the Bay Area
V-Twin Center.
• Approved the first reading of an ordinance
amending the zoning classification of property
from a combination of First Industrial, MultipleFamily Residential, Second Commercial, First
Commercial, Single-Family Residential and
Third Commercial to NASA Parkway District.
(Unanimous)
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to
execute a contract with Clear Lake Emergency
Medical Corps (CLEMC) for emergency medical
and other services for two years. (Unanimous)
• Approved and authorized the Mayor
to execute a settlement agreement with
the City of Houston for the Southeast
Water Purification Plant (SEWPP) true-up.
(Unanimous)
• Accepted approximately 1,800 linear feet of
8-inch waterline in the Green Acres Subdivision
installed by Matula and Matula Construction,
Inc. (Unanimous)
• Awarded and authorized the Mayor to
execute an agreement with Cobb Fendley
& Associates, Inc. for engineering services
for utility relocation design of the water and
sanitary utilities that conflict with TXDOT’s
proposed I-45 Highway Expansion Project
between Medical Center Boulevard and Bay
Area Boulevard. (Unanimous)
• Authorized the Mayor to sign an Interlocal
Contract between Harris County Department
of Education (HCDE) and the City of Webster.
(Unanimous)
• Approve the first and only reading of an
ordinance adopting Amendment No. 2 to the
Budget of the City of Webster, Texas for Fiscal
Year 2011-2012. (Unanimous)
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of April 17, 2012. (Unanimous)

May 15, 2012, City Council Meeting

• Held the official canvass of the General
Election conducted in the City of Webster on
May 12, 2012.
• Approved a resolution canvassing the returns
of the General Election held on the 12th day of
May 2012. (Unanimous)
• Postponed installation of qualified newly
elected officers.
• Approved the second reading of an ordinance
amending the zoning classification of property
from a combination of First Industrial, MultipleFamily Residential, Second Commercial, First
Commercial, Single-Family Residential and
Third Commercial to NASA Parkway District.
(Unanimous)
• Adopted a resolution calling a runoff election
for June 9, 2012, for Council Position 1 and/or
Council Position 2. (Unanimous)
• Tabled electing a Mayor Pro Tem for oneyear term per Section 3.04 of the City of

www.cityofwebster.com

Webster Charter. (Unanimous)
• Appointed the members who serve in
Council Positions 1-7 and Mayor to the Tax
Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) Board
for terms expiring May 31, 2014. (Unanimous)
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of May 1, 2012. (Unanimous)

June 5, 2012, City Council Meeting

• Municipal Court Administrator Luane
Petrash was recognized for receiving the
Excellence in the Administration of Justice
Award, 2012.
• Held a Public Hearing to receive comments
on amendments to the Zoning Ordinance,
Art. I, Sec. 98-4, and Art. IV, Sec. 98-71,
allowing, with a Special Use Permit, churches
in the NASA Parkway district and establishing a
definition of Church in the Zoning Ordinance.
• Approved Republic Services’ proposed
Franchise Agreement extension ending
November 30, 2015. (Unanimous).
• Approved the first reading of an ordinance
amending the Zoning Ordinance, Art. I, Sec.
98-4, and Art. IV, Sec. 98-71, allowing, with
a Special Use Permit, churches in the NASA
Parkway district and establishing a definition of
Church in the Zoning Ordinance. (Unanimous).
• Authorized Texas Liqua Tech Services, Inc.,
to replace a portion of the Police Department
roof. (Unanimous).
• Authorized an increase to previously-issued
Purchase Order #11-0063 to Spectra Contract
Flooring for carpet and VCT replacement at the
Police Department. (Unanimous).
• Postponed setting a date for a City Council
workshop to discuss, review, and consider
the City of Webster Capital Improvements
Program for 2013-2017 until the June 19, 2012,
City Council meeting. (For: Myers, Ellis, Gaines,
Donehue, Dolan, Jones. Against: Waltz).
• Approved
a
resolution
approving
cooperation with the Gulf Coast Coalition
of Cities to review Centerpoint Energy
Houston Electric, LLC’s requested approval
of an adjustment to its energy efficiency cost
recovery factor. (Unanimous).
• Approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting
of May 15, 2012. (Unanimous).

June 19, 2012, City Council Meeting

• Held the official canvass of the Runoff
Election conducted in the City of Webster on
June 9, 2012 and a recount for a tie vote for
Council Position 1 on June 12, 2012.
• Approved a resolution canvassing the
returns of the Runoff General Election held
on June 9, 2012, for the purpose of electing
Councilmember Position 1 and Councilmember
Position 2. (Unanimous).
• Installed the newly elected officers.
• Approved the second reading of an ordinance
amending the Zoning Ordinance, Art. I, Sec.
98-4, and Art. IV, Sec. 98-71, allowing, with
a Special Use Permit, churches in the NASA

Parkway district and establishing a definition of
Church in the Zoning Ordinance. (Unanimous).
• Elected Steve Waltz as Mayor Pro Tem for a
one-year term. (Unanimous).
• Set a date for the City Council workshop for
June 26, 2012, 6 p.m., in the City Hall Council
Chambers. (Unanimous).
• Approved a Pipeline Permit Application
for Enterprise Products Operating, LLC-HSC
Pipeline Partnership, LLC, for the installation
of a 20 inch and 24 inch Y Grade, Natural Gas
Liquids (NGLs) Pipeline in the City of Webster.
(Unanimous).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of June 5, 2012. (Unanimous)

June 26, 2012, City Council Special Meeting

• Received a report, held a discussion, and
provided direction to Staff regarding the
Preliminary 2013-2017 Capital Improvements
Program for the City of Webster.

July 3, 2012, City Council Meeting

• Approved a request from Houston
Symphony League-Bay Area for funding from
the City’s General Fund for External Programs
and Special Events for Fiscal Year 2012-2013.
(Unanimous).
• Appointed Betsy Giusto as a Staff
representative and Alexandra Dietrich as a
Council representative to serve on the Bay
Area Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau
Board of Directors for the terms expiring May
31, 2015. (Unanimous).
• Authorized the Mayor to sign the form for
documentation of eminent domain authority in
Texas required by Senate Bill 18 from the 82nd
Legislative Session. (Unanimous).
• Appointed Tom Wilks, Pat Casinger, and Paul
Casinger, regular members for terms ending
06-30-2015, to the Animal Control Board.
(Unanimous).
• Appointed Kenneth Goodwin, regular
member for a term expiring 06-30-2017 and
Melvin Ellis, regular member for an unexpired
term ending 06-30-2014, to the Building Board
of Adjustments and Appeals. (Unanimous).
• Appointed Keith Tucker and Marlene EakmanHerbst, regular members for terms expiring
06-30-2014, and Dr. Tim Hughes, alternate
member for a term expiring 06-30-2014, to the
Planning and Zoning Commission. (Unanimous).
• Appointed Betty Watkins and Noella
Lambert, regular members for terms expiring
06-30-2015; Theodore Brach, regular member
for an unexpired term ending 06-30-2014; and
Maxine Brach, alternate member for a term
expiring 06-30-15, to the Parks, Recreation and
Beautification Board. (Unanimous).
• Appointed Kaz Hamidian and William
P. Coleman, regular members for terms
expiring 06-30-2014 to the Zoning Board of
Adjustments and Appeals. (Unanimous).
• Authorized the Mayor to execute a revised
Continued on p11...

Fall 2012

Records
Management Day
While state and federal offices, post
offices, and banks will be closed in observance of Columbus Day on Monday,
October 8, the City of Webster will
take a day to manage departmental
records.
All City employees will report to
work as usual, but city offices will be
closed to the public to take advantage of an uninterrupted day to sort
through paperwork and process records in compliance with state and
federal guidelines.
City Services will Operate Normally
Regular garbage service, police, fire,
and EMS will operate as normal: all
emergencies will be handled as usual.
For more information about
Records Management Day, contact
Rose Hamidian, Records Manager for
the City of Webster at 281.316.4136.

Regional Retail Launches
in Webster
Webster’s Baybrook Shopping
Center, home to some of Texas’ topperformers like Bed, Bath & Beyond,
Stein-Mart, Hobby Lobby, and Chair
King, is about to get some new
retail partners. This 400,000 square
foot center, located on the east side
of Interstate 45 at Medical Center
Boulevard, will soon feature a fabulous
new baby superstore called “buybuy
BABY” that will open mid-October.

buybuy BABY is planning a mid-October opening of the
first Houston-area store.

Public Meeting Notes
continued from p10...

Engagement Letter with Belt Harris Pechacek,
LLLP, for the performance of a financial audit
for Fiscal Years ending September 30, 2012 and
2013, and Single Audits if necessary each year
for each major program. (Unanimous).
• Accepted emergency standby pumps
installed at lift stations number(s) 3, 5, 7, 8, 13,
18. (Unanimous).
• Approved a resolution supporting the
submission to Houston-Galveston Area
Council (H-GAC) for the 2013-2016 Call for
Projects application for the NASA Road 1
Bypass Extension from Interstate 45 to NASA
Parkway/FM 528. (Unanimous)
• Approved the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of June 19, 2012. (Unanimous).

July 17, 2012, City Council Meeting

• Recognized Sgt. Kevin Lagana for Academic
Excellence from the North East University
Management School.
• Received a report and held a discussion on
an annexation process for Extraterritorial
Jurisdiction (ETJ).
• Appointed the Planning and Zoning
Commission as the Capital Improvements
Advisory Committee with Paul Dolan as an ad
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hoc member. (For: Myers, Newland, Dietrich,
Donehue, Waltz, Jones. Abstain: Dolan).
• Received a presentation of the Fiscal Year
2012-2013 Proposed Annual Budget for the
City of Webster.
• Approved the Fiscal Year 2012-2013
Annual Budget for the Webster Economic
Development
Corporation
(WEDC).
(Unanimous).
• Scheduled budget workshops for July 24,
2012, and July 25, 2012, if necessary, at 6 p.m.
in the Civic Lecture Room in the Civic Center.
(Unanimous).
• Accepted the Investment Report for the
quarter ended June 30, 2012. (Unanimous).
• Approved the minutes of the Special
Meeting of June 26, 2012, as presented and
with a correction to the minutes of the Regular
Meeting of July 3, 2012, adding Councilmember
Donehue as the second for the motion for Item
Number 7. (Unanimous).

buybuy BABY
This specialty retailer, whose ultrasuccessful parent company is Bed, Bath
& Beyond, will offer a unique selection
of baby furniture, bedding, car seats,
high chairs, strollers, brand-name
toys, activity centers, learning and
development products, complete lines
of infant and toddler clothing, health
and nursing supplies, and 20,000
other products—together with the
company’s unparalleled commitment
to customer service. buybuy BABY
currently operates 65 retail stores in
26 states. This new 31,000 square foot
retailer chose Webster as its launch
site into the Houston Metropolitan
Statistical Area market.
Bone Daddy’s House of Smoke
In similar manner, Bone Daddy’s
House of Smoke, also underway
at Baybrook Shopping Center, will
open its first regional store in late
December. Bone Daddy’s House
of Smoke, revered for its “rubbed,
mopped, and pit-smoked” BBQ over
genuine hickory and sandwiches, like
“The Flying Pig” or “The Daddy Melt,”
and specialties, such as “Beer Can
Chicken,” “House of Smoke Ribeye,”
“Nana’s Pudding” and “Patty’s Cake,”
is constructing its latest 8,000 square
foot venue. The ultra-successful
Bone Daddy’s House of Smoke, with
locations in Arlington, Austin, Dallas,
Grapevine, and Plano, chose Webster
for its first Houston-area store.

July 24, 2012,
City Council Special Meeting

• Received a report, held a discussion, and
provided direction to Staff regarding the Fiscal
Year 2012-2013 Proposed Annual Budget for
the City of Webster.

Bone Daddy’s House of Smoke will be adding Webster
to its list of successful locations.
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City Officials

City Services

Mayor: Floyd Myers................................................................................. 281.332.1826
Council Position No. 1: Diana Newland.............................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 2: Alexandra Dietrich........................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 3: Mel Donehue.................................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 4: Steve Waltz.....................................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 5: Natalie Dolan................................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 6: Bill Jones.......................................................... 281.332.1826

Animal Control.......................................................................................... 281.316.3700
City Trash Hauling.................................................................................... 281.316.3700
Civic Center Rental.................................................................................. 281.316.4114
Republic Services (residential).............................................................. 281.446.2030
Republic Services (commercial)........................................................... 713.849.0400
Tickets - To Pay By Credit Card............................................................ 281.338.6702
Utility Billing.............................................................................................. 281.316.4120
Water/Sewer Line Breaks...................................................................... 281.316.3700

City Offices – 101 Pennsylvania Ave.

Telephone & Utility Services

EMERGENCY Ambulance-Fire-Police....................................................................9-1-1
City Hall Main Switchboard.................................................................. 281.332.1826
Building Permits........................................................................................ 281.338.2925
Chief Building Official............................................................................. 281.316.4138
City Manager............................................................................................ 281.332.1826
City Secretary........................................................................................... 281.332.1826
City Planner............................................................................................... 281.316.4122
Code Enforcement................................................................................... 281.316.4106
Community Development Director.....................................................281.316.4129
Economic Development Director......................................................... 281.316.4116
Economic Development Specialist...................................................... 281.316.4135
Emergency Management ..................................................................... 281.316.3712
Environmental Health Inspector.......................................................... 281.316.4113
Finance Director....................................................................................... 281.316.4102
Fire Department (Non-Emergency)....................................................281.332.2711
Fire Station #1 – 17100 Texas Avenue.............................................281.332.2711
Fire Station #2 & Fire Marshal – 18208 Egret Bay Blvd.............281.332.2711
Human Resources (Personnel)............................................................. 281.332.1826
Marketing & Tourism.............................................................................. 281.316.4121
Municipal Court....................................................................................... 281.338.6702
Police Department (Non-Emergency)
217 Pennsylvania Ave............................................................................ 281.332.2426
Public Works Service Center................................................................. 281.316.3700
Recreation.................................................................................................. 281.316.4137
Webmaster................................................................................................ 281.316.4121

AT&T........................................................................................................... 800.464.7928
CenterPoint Energy.................................................................................. 281.534.4569
Comcast..................................................................................................... 800.776.9993
Reliant Energy.......................................................................................... 713.207.7777
Verizon........................................................................................................ 800.483.4000

Government Services

Clear Lake City Water Authority........................................................... 281.488.1164
Clear Lake Courthouse Annex.............................................................. 281.486.7250
Harris County Tax Office........................................................................ 713.224.1919
Harris County Public Health................................................................. 713.439.6000
Poison Control (UTMB).......................................................................... 800.222.1222
Texas Dept. of Public Safety (Drivers License).................................281.486.8242
U.S. Post Office, 17077 Texas Avenue................................................281.316.0379

Community Services

Bay Area Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau........................281.474.9700
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership.........................................832.536.3255
Bay Area Houston Transportation Partnership.................................832.771.0773
Bay Area Turning Point Hotline (domestic violence, sexual assault, homeless).....281.286.2525
Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce..........................................281.488.7676
Clear Lake City-County Freeman Branch Library............................281.488.1906
Innovative Alternatives............................................................................ 832.864.6000
Interfaith Caring Ministries................................................................... 281.332.3881

City Council

Diana Newland
Council Position 1

Alexandra Dietrich
Council Position 2

Mel Donehue
Council Position 3

Floyd H. Myers
Mayor

Steve Waltz

Council Position 4

Natalie Dolan
Council Position 5

Bill Jones

Council Position 6

