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Calendar of Events

June (junio)
3
6 p.m.
4
6 p.m.
10
6 p.m.
13
6 p.m.
17
6 p.m.
18
6 p.m.
21
7am-7pm
27
6 p.m.

City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
Senior Game Night
City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Runoff General Election (Eleccion de Desempate General)
Senior Game Night

July
1
6 p.m.
2
6 p.m.
4		
4
5 p.m.
8
6 p.m.
11
6 p.m.
15
6 p.m.
16
6 p.m.
25
6 p.m.

City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
City Offices Closed for July 4th
4th of July Celebration - Texas Avenue Park
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
Senior Game Night
City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night

August
5
6 p.m.
6
6 p.m.
8
6 p.m.
12
6 p.m.
19
6 p.m.
20
6 p.m.
22
6 p.m.

City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night
Webster Economic Development Corporation Meeting
City Council Meeting
Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting (if needed)
Senior Game Night

4th of July Celebration

COVER – Renowned as the Dining and Entertainment Capital of Bay Area Houston, new venues are
landing in Webster, including Luby’s, Fuddruckers, and El Tiempo Cantina.
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Texas Avenue Park – 5 p.m.

City of Webster Main Line
281.332.1826
Fax: 281.332.5834
Toll Free Tourism Line
888.805.9000

Fireworks begin at 9:15 p.m.

Please contact 281.316.4121 or email
cthrailkill@cityofwebster.com
with questions or comments.
It is the editorial policy of the City to
publish community news that impacts
the constituency of Webster.

An evening of family fun featuring a Salute to Veterans, bingo, entertainers,
inflatables, concessions, and games, plus free watermelon and snow cones

No alcoholic beverages or pets allowed. Texas Avenue Park will close following the fireworks.
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Federal and State Policies Can Affect Webster
The Texas Constitution allows cities like
Webster to hold an election to adopt a City
Charter. By becoming a “Home Rule City,”
all powers of the government are vested in
the Mayor and Council who enact legislation, adopt budgets, and levy taxes. In short,
a city has the ability to chart its own course.
The path to success, however, is often
paved with obstacles. For municipalities,
numerous challenges arrive in the form of
regulations and directives passed by higher
government bodies. Implementing these
new rules often require more spending by
local governments. Some initiatives have
a similar effect by reducing the amount of
revenue a municipality can collect. Below
are three proposals being discussed at the
federal and state levels that may affect the
City of Webster in the future.
Repealing the Tax-Exempt Status
of Municipal Bonds
Cities issue municipal bonds to pay for
major projects like streets, utilities, parks,
and buildings. Investors who purchase these
bonds are not required to pay federal income taxes on the interest earned from
them. Consequently, the interest rates paid
by governments are typically lower than
those paid by other borrowers.
Several federal proposals have recently
been presented that would either eliminate or cap the tax exemption for municipal bonds. Studies have shown that the
proposed 28% benefit cap on tax-exempt
interest would increase the borrowing rate
for cities by up to 70 basis points or 0.70
percentage points. Removing the exemption entirely could increase interest rates by
up to two whole percentage points. To put
that into perspective, the interest paid on
a 20-year, $10 million bond issued at 2.5%
would total $2,823,000.The 28% benefit cap
could raise interest payments by $864,120
to $3,687,120. If the debt were issued at
4.5% due to the complete elimination of the
tax exemption, the total interest paid would
nearly double to a whopping $5,367,600.
The additional $2,544,600 in payments
would come directly from constituents’
pockets through higher property taxes and

utility rates. Needless to say, the City of
Webster does not support any changes to
the long-standing tax exemption on municipal bond interest.
Paying Greater Share of State Expenditures
Unlike most places where funds are generated at the state level and passed down
to local communities, Texas cities provide
a major source of funding to the State of
Texas. A good example of this can be found
in the state’s charge for administering the
local sales tax. The Comptroller of Public
Accounts collects sales taxes from merchants and remits them to the appropriate local governments. The state keeps two
percent of the local share for providing this
service.This fee accumulated over $137 million for the State of Texas in 2012, enough
to cover over 60% of the Comptroller’s
budget.
Another illustration of reverse intergovernmental aid comes in the form of state
fees imposed on municipal court convictions. The base fine for a speeding ticket
issued in Webster is $195. State fees comprise $90 of that amount. The state fees add
up quickly as evidenced by the $542,000
that the City of Webster paid to the State of
Texas last fiscal year.
As the State balances its budget, it
has been attempting to push more costs
onto cities. The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) is asking cities to
increase participation in “locally desired”
projects. Interpreted another way, cities
must pay a greater share of construction
costs for state-owned highways. TxDOT
also seeks to convert some state roads into
city and county streets mandating that local
governments maintain those roads in perpetuity. While this program is currently voluntary, it is likely to become the new standard.
Taxing Internet Sales
Whether sales tax should be added to the
cost of an item purchased via the Internet
has been a matter of debate for a number
of years. There are those who contend that
it is unfair for “brick-and-mortar” retailers
to be required to collect sales taxes while

Internet retailers are not. Others argue that
an Internet sales tax is just an additional way
for governments to raise money. Both sides
are at least partially correct.
While sales tax laws are very complex,
the basic rule is that an Internet retailer
must collect sales taxes if the retailer maintains a place of business in Texas. Internet
sellers are also responsible for collecting
taxes if there are related or affiliated entities
that accept merchandise returns in Texas. A
place of business could even be a home if
three or more orders are received or processed at that location during the year.
The dispute arises over whether businesses without a place of business in a state
can be forced to collect sales taxes in that
state. The United States Supreme Court
ruled in Quill Corp. v. North Dakota that a
state could not force a business to collect
sales taxes unless the business had a physical presence in the state. Many states including Texas, however, also have a use tax
in addition to the sales tax. The difference
between a use tax and a sales tax is that the
purchaser is responsible for remitting the
use tax instead of the seller. Consequently,
either the sales tax or the equal use tax
would be owed on most Internet purchases.
States have been working diligently with
the major Internet retailers to craft federal
legislation that would require the collection
of sales taxes.The law would bring in several
millions of dollars to state and local governments that would otherwise be uncollectible. Opponents argue that this is a new tax,
while those in favor believe that the tax is
already due in the form of a use tax that is
not being paid by consumers.
Although cities like Webster are autonomous, they remain at the mercy of higher
government bodies. Just like its constituents,
the City must follow the laws set before it.
Some are beneficial to local governments
while others dictate undesired cost. These
are but three of the proposals that are being closely watched.
Each issue, an article on Webster’s finances is presented in
Focus on Finances. If you have suggestions for future issues
or have financial questions about the City, call Michael
Rodgers, Director of Finance, at 281.316.4102.

www.cityofwebster.com
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Best in Class: City Achieves ISO Rating of 1
Within the entire United States,
there are only 60 cities that can tout
an Insurance Services Office (ISO)
rating of 1, and as of February 1, 2014,
Webster is included in that rarified,
highly select stratum. As ISO ratings
impact insurance premiums and
define a community’s fire protection
prowess, a top classification results
in reduced rates, as well as enhanced
economic development. Residents,
businesses,
commercial
building
owners, shopping center landlords,
single- and multi-family residential
property owners, and all who own
or lease a structure in Webster are
beneficiaries of the City’s Class 1
ranking.
Insurance Services Offices, a
national organization tasked with
evaluating municipal fire protection,
conducts rigorous analyses of a
city’s fire suppression system, water
supply, and communications network.
First, the entire fire department is
studied, including staffing, equipment,
training, and logistics. Next, the water
supply system is demarcated and
tested, including the condition and
maintenance of hydrants, spacing of
hydrants, amount of available water,

Webster Fire Chief Patrick Shipp, ISO representative Phillip Bradley, Mayor Floyd Myers, and State Fire Marshal
Chris Connelly display plaques commemorating the City’s exceptional accomplishment.

and capacity for sustainable flow for
a duration of two hours. Then, the
communications system is assessed—
voice
over
internet
protocol
telephone equipment, lines, service,
internet speed, capacity, and reliability,
fire alarms, dispatch operations, and
adherence to the most up to date
technology.
As the ISO rating is indicative of the
level of fire service that a community
receives and carries important
ramifications for insurance rates,
business recruitment, retention, and
expansion, the regulatory agency

takes its role very seriously in
thoroughly analyzing data in three
major areas—the fire department,
itself, the municipal water supply, and
communications. In fact, once the
process is initiated by the municipality,
ISO’s evaluation can span over a year’s
interval given the extensive number of
reports, documentation, and on-site
visitations.
Webster is one of 18 cities within
the State of Texas to have earned an
ISO rating of 1 and one of 60 cities
within the entire United States to
attain this extraordinary classification.

As a leader among cities, Webster has the “right stuff.”
Led by Fire Chief Patrick Shipp, the exceptional staff, new fire station, and state-of-the-art apparatus illustrate the City’s top-notch caliber.

www.cityofwebster.com
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Hurricane Season – June 1 - November 30
While hurricane season, which
spans from June 1 to November 30,
is officially underway, new strategies
and guidelines are in effect as a result
of lessons learned from the past. One
of the most important tactics is an
evacuation plan that is based on zip
codes, in conjunction with contraflow
routes. Whereas past evacuations
were chaotic and led to horrific traffic
congestion, now a more systematic,
regulated approach has been instituted.
Harris County Office of Emergency
Management publishes the evacuation
plan on its website at www.hcoem.org.
The evacuation plan based on zip
codes is predicated on the fact that
those who reside in closest proximity
to water and are most vulnerable to
a storm surge should be the first to
evacuate. Contraflow routes, along
the major corridors, are designed to
facilitate traffic flow.
While Webster has two ZIP codes,
77598 and 77058, most of the City
is in Zone B, with a small portion in
Zone A. There are three “Coastal
Zone” evacuation route choices for
Webster constituents – depending on
anticipated hurricane landfall location:
I-45, SH-6, and SH-146.

Contraflow Routes
Four contraflow routes have been
designated to expedite traffic during
an evacuation. Texas Department
of Public Safety is responsible for
activating these special lane reversals
in specific areas:
Interstate 10 West to San Antonio

Contraflow operations begin east
of FM 359 in Brookshire where traffic
in two westbound lanes will cross
over to the contraflow side to travel
westbound. Contraflow lanes will
culminate at Loop 1604 in San Antonio.
Interstate 45 North to Dallas

Contraflow operations begin north
of FM 1488, near The Woodlands,
where some northbound traffic will
cross over to the contraflow side.
Motorists will have access to fuel
stations at multiple locations along
Interstate 45. Contraflow lanes will
culminate at US 287 near Ennis, which
is 40 miles south of Dallas.
Interstate 59 North to Nacogdoches

Contraflow
operations
begin
south at FM 1485 and continue to
Nacogdoches.
Highway 290 West to Austin

Contraflow operations begin west
of FM 1960 / SH 6 where traffic
from SH 6 or FM 1960 joins US 290
contraflow lanes in route
to Austin or Waco.
Power Outages Likely
As state and local
government
have
solidified
evacuation
routes in an effort to
improve health, safety,
and welfare, CenterPoint
Energy
is
cognizant
of the havoc that
hurricanes can wreak,
including
widespread
power outages. While
CenterPoint
Energy’s
initial response is to

Evacuation Routes
by ZIP Codes

Zone A

Zone B

secure fallen power lines and restore
service to critical facilities, secondary
repairs are made to restore power
to the greatest number of customers
rapidly.
Since power outages are likely to
accompany hurricanes, CenterPoint
extends these parameters as a guide
to ease frustration and encourage
planning for consumers:
• Category 1 storm with winds
between 74-95 miles per hour (mph),
power outage could last 7-10 days.
• Category 2 storm with winds
between 96-110 mph, power outage
could last 2-3 weeks.
• Category 3 storm with winds
between 111-129 mph, power outage
could last 3-5 weeks.
• Category 4 storm with winds
between 130-156 mph, power outage
could last 4-6 weeks.
• Category 5 storm with winds at 157
miles and greater, power outage could
last 6-8 weeks.
CenterPoint
Energy’s
website
has more information on power
outages and power restoration at
www.centerpointenergy.com.
NOAA Forecast
NOAA’s 2014 Atlantic Hurricane
Season Outlook indicates that a nearnormal or below-normal hurricane
season is likely this year.
Learn more about how to prepare
for hurricane season at www.ready.
gov/hurricanes or www.nhc.noaa.gov/
prepare.
Storm Surge
Along the coast, storm surge is
often the greatest threat to life and
property from a hurricane. In the past,
large death tolls have resulted from the
rise of the ocean associated with many
of the major hurricanes that have made
landfall. To learn more about storm
surge, go to www.nhc.noaa.gov/surge.

Zone C

www.cityofwebster.com
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Inside the Dining and Entertainment Capital
With several new restaurants and a
super-regional sports entertainment
destination about to open or in the
works, Webster’s position as the
dining and entertainment capital of
Bay Area Houston is undeniable.
The City’s prime location midway
between downtown Houston and
Galveston contributes to its allure
for restaurants and entertainment
venues, as top companies seek to
land where there is complementary,
synergistic development. Webster’s
super-regional
market
supports
more than 100 restaurants and
entertainment venues within its
6.7 square mile footprint. With the
advent of El Tiempo Cantina, Luby’s/
Fuddruckers combination restaurant,
and TopGolf, Webster’s prowess
expands— attracting an even greater
market sector.
El Tiempo Cantina
With its June opening, El Tiempo
Cantina will attract over 1,000,000
people within a 15-mile radius and
nearly 3,400,000 people within a
30-mile radius to its top tier, famed
restaurant, located at 20237 Gulf
Freeway. Renowned restaurateur
and artist Domenic Laurenzo, a
descendent of Domenic Tommy
Laurenzo and Ninfa Laurenzo who

were responsible for introducing
fajitas into American popular culture
in the early 1970s, brings exquisite,
creative Tex-Mex cuisine, unique
ambience, and superb customer
service to Webster for a memorable
dining experience. The El Tiempo
Cantina brand is flourishing, as the
Webster store represents the sixth
location with the seventh coming
soon to Gessner and the eighth
just announced for Westheimer at
Tanglewilde.
There is no question about the
undeniable popularity of Tex-Mex
cuisine. While the origins of the term
“Tex-Mex” stem from the nickname of
the Texas Mexican Railway, chartered
in southern Texas in 1875, the cuisine
originated with Texans of Mexican
descent who blended native Mexican
and Spanish foods with the ranching
culture of south Texas. Fajitas and
chile con carne—two Tex-Mex
inventions—join the ranks of carnitas,
chalupas, tacos, chiles rellenos,
flautas, burritos, enchiladas, tamales,
tostados, and much more. Special
alcoholic concoctions, many of which
descend from the classic Margarita,
augment the Tex-Mex culinary
experience. El Tiempo Cantina offers
over 35 different types of tequila,
along with an array of wine and beer

that complement an expansive lunch
and dinner menu, as well as weekend
breakfast.
Luby’s/Fuddruckers
Luby’s/Fuddruckers represents a
coalescence of two beloved brands
that are joined together for maximum
exposure and customer convenience
at one of Webster’s most successful,
vibrant shopping centers. Baybrook
Shopping Center, which is home to
top-performing retailers, like Bed,
Bath & Beyond, buybuyBABY, SteinMart, Hobby Lobby, Bone Daddy’s,
and Pappas Seafood House, captures
exposure from 250,000 vehicles
daily along the Gulf Freeway at this
locale. With the advent of the highly
acclaimed 12,000 square foot Luby’s/
Fuddruckers combination restaurant
that is slated to open fall 2014, a superregional population will find more
delicious reasons to dine in Webster.
Luby’s, Incorporated, a publicly traded
company with Houston headquarters,
operates
its
brands
Luby’s,
Fuddruckers, Luby’s Culinary Services,
and Cheeseburger in Paradise in
36 states and three countries with
314 locations. Additionally, 30
Fuddruckers restaurants are operated
under license by franchisees.
A rich tradition enters the Webster

El Tiempo Cantina, located at 20237 Gulf Freeway, encompasses nearly 15,000 square feet, representing the largest restaurant in the company’s portfolio.
Artist concept drawing by Domenic Laurenzo

www.cityofwebster.com

Summer 2014

The two Texas-born brands unite under one roof in the dual concept store that represents the third of its kind. This
prototype, which opened in Pearland in late 2012 and Austin in March 2014, opens in Webster this fall.

market with Luby’s, which was
founded over 65 years ago by Bob
Luby whose mission was to create the
most innovative, successful cafeteria
company in America. Luby’s recipe
for success is predicated on its greattasting home-style meals, excellent
value, convenience, and friendly
environment. Luby’s is renowned
for its wide variety of daily offerings,
which include a minimum of 18
entrees, 20 side items, and salads—
food that is prepared fresh daily and
made-from-scratch. Signature items,
such as square fish, chicken fried
steak, blackened tilapia, macaroni
and cheese, and mashed potatoes
constitute the “comfort food,” for
which the restaurant is famed. Luby’s,
however, has evolved, as every
successful restaurant must continually
innovate, improve, and compete. The
new Luby’s features a contemporary
look with exposed wood ceilings,
terrazzo floors, cherry wood walls,
oversized windows in the dining
room, and an open-viewed kitchen
that provides enhanced visibility
and ambiance. Luby’s continues
to enhance its menu offerings and
options, including healthy, “living
smart,” tasty meals that are under
600 calories. Too, Luby’s offers beer
and wine selections, which have a

broad appeal and increase customer
traffic.
Build Your Own Burger
Soon, Webster will feature the
latest prototype for Luby’s and
Fuddruckers, as the two restaurants
with their distinctive brands share
one wall, parking, and outdoor patio
but feature separate entrances,
identities, interior and exterior
décor, menus, and dining rooms.
Fuddruckers, whose logo reads
“world’s greatest hamburgers,” is
famous for its 100% fresh, never
frozen, all-American premium beef,
scratch-made buns baked daily, and
highest quality ingredients on the “you
top it” produce bar. With its focus
on excellent food, attentive guest
service, and an inviting atmosphere,
Fuddruckers’ commitment to “make
every guest happy, one burger at a
time” has propelled the brand into
more than 200 locations from coast
to coast, as well as Puerto Rico,
Canada, and Mexico.
World’s Greatest Hamburgers
Fuddruckers’
expansive
menu
includes more than the “world’s
greatest
hamburgers.”
Specialty
burgers, like the Southwest, Inferno,
and Swiss Melt are menu staples,

Page 7
along with exotic burgers, chicken
sandwiches, a variety of signature
salads, turkey and veggie burgers, fries
and sides, old-fashioned milkshakes,
beer, wine, and much more. Since
1980, Fuddruckers’ focus on serving
up the best hamburgers has proven
to be highly successful. High quality
hamburger patties, available in
various weights, cooked to order, and
served with sesame-topped buns, in
conjunction with self-serve vegetables
and toppings, amid a lively atmosphere
and great guest experience, constitute
a winning, sustainable, growing
concept.
TopGolf - Patented Game Concept
Dining, entertainment, and a
unique golfing experience coalesce in
TopGolf Webster, which is projected
to open next summer. The superregional
sports
entertainment
destination chose Webster for its
third Houston regional site, following
the unprecedented success of the
Katy and Spring locations. Ensconced
on 14.5 acres south of Academy
Sports+Outdoors, TopGolf Webster
breaks ground in August on its 65,000
square foot venue, which features
three stories, more than 100 climatecontrolled hitting bays, full-service
restaurant, open-air bars, lounges,
private event space, and rooftop
terrace.
TopGolf’s winning concept, created
by twin brothers Steve and Dave
Jolliffe in England in the late 1990s and
imported to the United States in 2005,
is a premier, patent-protected gaming
system whereby players using real golf
clubs, that are readily available in a
variety of sizes, hit Callaway-produced
TopFlite golf balls embedded with
microchips into an outfield or driving
range that contains ten different
targets. TopGolf holds five patents
for the technology that enables
players, experienced or novice, to
select various games in which shots
are scored based on accuracy and
www.cityofwebster.com
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distance. TopGolf merges the beloved
sport with a unique entertainment
experience. Just as serious golfers are
drawn by the real-time feedback on
the accuracy and distance of their golf
shots, casual players or those with no
prior experience are enticed by the
competitive and social elements of the
games.
With ten facilities operating worldwide, six locations scheduled to
open by the end of 2014, and twelve
facilities slated to break ground
in 2014, TopGolf’s winning sports
entertainment destination venue
offers a unique experience that is
wildly popular and growing. Great
ambiance,
camaraderie,
cuisine,
beverages, and service merge inside
a fabulous facility with an advanced,
unique golf gaming system. Regardless
of the weather, TopGolf’s technology
turns playing golf into a fun, social
experience.
Inside the dining and entertainment
capital, Webster features some new
venues that will attract a greater
number of visitors to its vibrant
market. With the advent of El Tiempo
Cantina, Luby’s/Fuddruckers dual
concept, and TopGolf, a super-regional
population gravitates to the 100+
restaurants and entertainment venues
for which Webster is renowned.
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Mayor Donna Rogers at the Helm

Mayor Donna Rogers

Donna
Rogers’
platform
of
enhancing Webster where living and
conducting business is safe, easy,
and affordable by supporting the
continuity of attracting businesses that
add to the economic vitality of the
City, increasing the sales tax base, and
offsetting the burden on the taxpayer
resulted in triumph for this proficient,
gifted leader who chose Webster
over two decades ago as a great place
to live, raise a family, work, and play.
During the recent mayoral race on
May 10, 2014, Donna Rogers who has
provided the municipality with more

In August, TopGolf plans to break ground on its award-winning, patented, super-regional
sports entertainment destination inside Webster’s Dining and Entertainment Capital..

than 17 years of civic service in key
leadership positions takes the helm as
Mayor of Webster.
As President of the Webster
Economic Development Corporation
since its inception in 1999, City
Council Member for two terms—
from 1995 to 2002 and 2008 to
2011—and Mayor from 2002 to 2008,
Mayor Rogers brings an invaluable
combination of leadership, experience,
and dedication to the municipality.
Throughout her tenure, Rogers has
fostered Webster’s position as the
medical center of the south, retail,
dining, and entertainment capital of
Bay Area Houston, and aerospace
capital of the United States with
the citizenry’s well-being in mind.
As a result, Webster’s commercial
strength brings some of the lowest
property taxes, utility and insurance
rates, and highest service levels to the
municipality.
Rogers pioneered the creation
of the City’s Webster Economic
Development Corporation, which has
resulted in significant infrastructure
projects, like NASA Parkway, Texas
Avenue, Live Oak and Orchard
Street Extensions, Magnolia Avenue
Drainage, Bay Area Boulevard
Mobility, as well as numerous
healthcare facilities, retail, dining,
entertainment, and hospitality venues,
and Texas Avenue Park. Rogers
can be credited with propelling the
City’s creation of the Destination
Development Project, along with the
recent advent of TopGolf.
Mayor Rogers has always put
citizens and the City first, and she
looks forward to working with
City Council, Webster Economic
Development Corporation, City
Staff, and her constituents to navigate
through 2014 and beyond to propel
Webster forward as a leader among
cities. Mayor Rogers may be contacted
at mayorrogers@cityofwebster.com.
www.cityofwebster.com
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Webster Welcomes New Police Chief – Daniel Presley
Webster’s
new
police
chief who fills
the void left by
the passing of
Ray Smiley in
January
2014
brings 25 years
of
experience
Chief of Police Daniel Presley
in
law
enforcement, as well as an
unprecedented list of credentials
to the municipality. Daniel Presley
has experience in every aspect of
law enforcement from his tenure at
Texarkana, Texas’ Police Department
and
Gregg
County
Sheriff’s
Department in Longview, Texas.
Presley, who was raised in Kilgore,
Texas, has been a dispatcher, patrol
officer, public information officer,
crime prevention officer, personnel
and training manager, recruiter, field
training program manager, patrol
supervisor,
firearms
instructor,

police academy instructor, and basic
academy coordinator. For the past
nine years, he has been Captain/
Division Commander in Texarkana
where he worked in Administration,
Support Services Division, Internal
Affairs, and as SWAT Commander.
Too, he led the Patrol Operations
Division, which included Patrol, K-9,
Traffic, and a Neighborhood Program.
Not only is Presley adept in all aspects
of law enforcement but also he has
first-hand experience in many areas
of city government, as his assignment
as Administrative Services Manager
included
technology
initiatives,
legal research, personnel conflict
resolution, budget preparation, open
records management, municipal court
management, and more.
Daniel Presley welcomes the
opportunity to serve Webster’s
constituents, build upon the great
work for which the exemplary
Webster Police Department is known,

and focus on providing excellent
service to every citizen and visitor.
Given Presley’s impressive number of
degrees, specialized training, awards,
accomplishments, and years of service
in his vocation, he imparts that “law
enforcement offers such an intrinsic
reward. It’s a great feeling to know
that you are serving others in such
a tangible way, doing something that
really matters in people’s lives.”
Chief Presley and his wife Stephanie
are impressed with the warm welcome
they have received in Webster and
look forward to being a part of this
remarkable community.

Statewide Recognition for Webster’s Police Department
For a law enforcement agency in
the State of Texas, one of the highest
achievements is attainment of the
“Recognition Award” by the Texas
Police Chiefs Association Recognition
Program. This Recognition Award,
which is the gold standard for police
agencies,
represents
stringent
compliance with 164 best practices
for nearly every aspect of law
enforcement
operations.
This
voluntary program requires an
agency to undertake a comprehensive
internal review of its policies,
procedures, equipment, facilities, and
operations, prove compliance with
a multitude of rigorous standards
through documentation, interviews,
and site visits from an assessor team,
and fulfill final examination criteria.
In 2010, the Webster Police
www.cityofwebster.com

Department earned this prestigious
award and became one of 28 law
enforcement agencies in Texas to
achieve this status. As the distinctive
designation is valid for four years, in
February 2014, the Webster Police
Department, after undergoing a
rigorous test and review, received the
rare, outstanding “Re-Recognition
Status.” Throughout the State,
there are slightly more than 50 law
enforcement agencies that have
attained this status.
The origin of the independent
organization that administers the
recognition program dates back to
2006 when best practices for law
enforcement agencies had been
strenuously delineated, researched,
reviewed, and tested in accordance
with Texas law and other State

program accreditation standards.
These 164 best practices represent
all aspects of law enforcement
operations, including use of force;
protection of citizen rights; pursuit
of vehicles; management of records,
property, and evidence; investigation
procedures; search and transport;
patrol; reporting processes; ethics;
leadership; training; and agency
directives and policies.
The Webster Police Department
has always held itself to highest
standards and strives to be an
exemplary
law
enforcement
agency. The “Re-Recognized Law
Enforcement Agency Award” attests
to the Webster Police Department’s
adherence to a multitude of best
practices established by the Texas
Police Chiefs Association.

Summer 2014

Page 10

Public Meeting Notes
August 6, 2013, City Council Meeting
• Approved the second reading of an ordinance
amending Code of Ordinances, Chapter 98.
(Unanimous).
• Received a report, held a discussion and gave
direction to Staff regarding the proposal from
Clear Lake Regional Medical Center located at 500
Medical Center Boulevard requesting a sign code
amendment for an interior oriented LED Wall Sign.
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to execute
an Amendment to the Water and Wastewater
Agreement between the City of League City and the
City of Webster. (For: Dietrich, Tosto, North, Dolan,
and Jones. Against: Myers, Newland).
• Appointed members for the Citizens Advisory
Committee for the Comprehensive Plan Update.
• Approved the first reading of an ordinance
amending the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 90 to
clarify the maintenance requirements for landscaping
within single-family residential lots. (Unanimous).
• Accepted the Investment Report for the quarter
ended June 30, 2013. (Unanimous).
• Called a Public Hearing on the City of Webster
Proposed Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2013-2014
on September 3, 2013. (Unanimous).
• Held an Executive Session.
• Authorized Staff to continue negotiations with
the Developer of the Edgewater Development.
(Unanimous).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
July 16, 2013. (Unanimous).
August 20, 2013, City Council Meeting
• There was no motion made on the second reading
of an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances,
Chapter 90 to clarify the maintenance requirements
for landscaping within single-family residential lots.
• Approved the first reading of an ordinance
establishing charges for the provision of utility
services. (For: Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, North, Jones.
Against: Myers).
• Held a discussion and gave direction to Staff on
the Sign Ordinance (Chapter 66) of the Code of
Ordinances.
• Appointed Diana Newland, Natalie, Dolan, Donna
Rogers, and Kathy Prichard, by acclamation, for
regular two-year terms expiring August 31, 2015 to
the Webster Economic Development Corporation.
(For: Dietrich, Tosto, North, Jones. Abstain: Myers,
Newland).
• Approved the minutes of the Special Workshop
Meeting of July 30, 2013 adding comments from
Councilmember Dietrich. (Myers, Newland, Dietrich,
Tosto, North, Jones).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
August 6, 2013. (Myers, Newland, Dietrich, Tosto,
North, Jones).
• Excused the absence of Natalie Dolan. (Myers,
Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, North, Jones).
September 3, 2013, City Council Meeting
• Logan Corbin, Clear Creek Independent School
District, spoke regarding a possible partnership with
the City of Webster for an after-school program.
• Held a Public Hearing on the Fiscal Year 2013-2014
Proposed Annual Budget for the City of Webster,
Texas.
• Approved the second reading of an ordinance
amending the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 90 to
clarify the maintenance requirements for landscaping
within single-family residential lots. (Unanimous).
• Approved the second reading of an ordinance
establishing charges for the provision of utility
services. (For: Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, North,

Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers).
• Authorized the Mayor to sign an addendum to
the Interlocal Contractual Agreement regarding the
Breath Alcohol Technical Supervisor. (Unanimous).
• Accepted the new City of Webster Fire Station #1
designed and constructed by Turner Construction,
Inc. (Unanimous).
• Approved Guardian Life as the new provider of the
employee’s long-term disability insurance effective
October 1, 2013. (Unanimous).
• Approved a resolution opposing the Biggert Waters
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012. (Unanimous).
• Approved a resolution approving and adopting an
Investment Policy as amended and authorizing the
investment officers to engage in certain financial
transactions on behalf of the City of Webster.
(Unanimous).
• Held an Executive Session.
• Increased the City Manager’s salary by 5 percent
per the pay plan. (For: Tosto, North, Dolan, Jones.
Against: Myers, Newland, Dietrich).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
August 20, 2013. (For: Myers, Newland, Dietrich,
Tosto, North, Jones. Abstain: Dolan).
September 10, 2013, City Council Special Meeting
• Proposed an ad valorem tax rate of $0.26960 per
$100 of taxable value and schedule for adoption
on October 1, 2013. (For: Newland, Dietrich, Tosto,
North, Dolan, Jones).
September 17, 2013, City Council Meeting
• Discussed a citizen’s concern regarding the use
of City equipment and manpower to maintain Old
Camp Meeting Ground Gully.
• Ratified the increase in total property tax revenue
as reported in the Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Annual
Budget for the City of Webster, Texas. (Unanimous).
• Approved an Ordinance adopting the Fiscal Year
2013-2014 Budget. (For: Tosto, North, Dolan, Jones.
Against: Myers, Newland, Dietrich).
• Adopted a Resolution designating Floyd H. Myers
as the representative and Diana Newland as the
Alternate by acclamation to the Houston-Galveston
Area Council 2014 General Assembly. (For: Myers,
Dietrich, Tosto, North, Dolan, Jones. Abstain:
Newland).
• Approved a Resolution nominating Ed Heathcott
for a position on the Board of Directors of the
Harris County Appraisal District. (Unanimous).
• Approved an Ordinance adopting Amendment No.
2 to the Annual Budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013.
(For: Tosto, North, Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers,
Newland, Dietrich).
• Held an Executive Session.
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to execute
a Second Amended Development Agreement
between the City of Webster, the Webster Economic
Development Corporation, Cherokee Webster
Development, L.P., and Cherokee Webster Investors,
L.P. for the Edgewater development. (For: Newland,
Dietrich, Tosto, North, Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers).
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to execute
a Second Amended Utility Services Contract
between the City of Webster, Cherokee Webster
Development, L.P., Cherokee Webster Investors, L.P.,
and the Harris County Municipal Utility District No.
481 for the Edgewater development. (For: Newland,
Dietrich, Tosto, North, Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
September 3, 2013. (Unanimous).
October 1, 2013, City Council Meeting
• Approved a Pipeline Permit Application for

BridgeTex Pipeline Company, LLC for the installation
of a 24-inch Crude Oil pipeline within the city
limits of the City of Webster. (For: Myers, Newland,
Dietrich, Tosto, Dolan, Jones).
• Adopted the 2013 ad valorem tax rate for debt
service of $0.10505/$100 of taxable value. (For:
Myers, Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, Dolan, Jones).
• Adopted the 2013 ad valorem tax rate for
maintenance and operations of $0.16455/$100 of
taxable value. (For: Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, Dolan,
Jones. Against: Myers).
• Adopted the total property tax rate of $0.26960.
(For: Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, Dolan, Jones. Against:
Myers).
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to execute a
contract with Acadian EMS for emergency medical
services and other services for the City of Webster.
(For: Myers, Tosto, Dolan, Jones. Against: Newland,
Dietrich).
• Awarded the bid for the Central Wastewater
Treatment Plant Secondary Clarifier #2 Mechanical
Equipment Replacement, from bids that were opened
on August 2, 2013. (Myers, Newland, Dietrich, Tosto,
Dolan, Jones).
• Authorized the City to purchase replacement
vehicles for the Police Department, Community
Development Department and Public Works
Department. (Myers, Newland, Dietrich, Tosto,
Dolan, Jones).
• Held an Executive Session.
• Rated the City Secretary’s annual performance
evaluation with the City of Webster.
• Approved the minutes of the Special Meeting of
September 10, 2013. (Myers, Newland, Dietrich,
Tosto, Dolan, Jones).
• Postponed the minutes of the Regular Meeting
of September 17, 2013. (Myers, Newland, Dietrich,
Tosto, Dolan, Jones).
• Excused the absence of Doug North. (Myers,
Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, Dolan, Jones).
October 15, 2013, City Council Meeting
• Mayor Myers read a proclamation proclaiming
October 21-27, 2013 as Red Ribbon Week
promoting drug abuse awareness.
• Received a request, held a discussion and give
direction to Staff regarding a partnership agreement
between the City of Webster and The Sandlot Club,
LLC which is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.
• Authorized the closure of certain City streets for
the Bay Area Alliance for Youth and Families 7K Fun
Run and 3K Umbrella-Walk from 6:30 a.m. – 10:00
a.m. on Saturday, March 1, 2014. (Unanimous).
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to execute
a two-year contract between the City of Webster,
Texas, and Clear Lake Emergency Medical Corps,
Texas, (CLEMC) for emergency dispatching services.
(Unanimous).
• Approved and authorized the Mayor to execute
a two-year Lease Agreement between the City of
Webster, Texas, and Clear Lake Emergency Medical
Corps,Texas, (CLEMC) for the City facility located at
104 Pennsylvania, Webster, Texas. (Unanimous).
• Postponed amending the preamble to Ordinances
2007-05; 2007-22; 2008-01; 2008-03; 2008-06; 200808; 2008-13; AND 2008-14 within the Statement of
the Personnel Regulations. (For: Myers, Newland,
Dietrich, North, Dolan, Jones. Against: Tosto).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
October 1, 2013. (Unanimous).
November 5, 2013, City Council Meeting
• Approved a Pipeline Permit Application for
con’t on p. 11

www.cityofwebster.com

Page 11

Summer 2014

Yard of the Month Awards

Residential

Commercial

October 2013 - Yolandi Terblanche
604 Pedernales Street

November 2013 - Stephen Sargent
607 Brad Court

November 2013 - Putt-Putt FunHouse
806 E. NASA Parkway

October 2013 - The Marquis at Clear Lake
501 N. Sarah Deel Drive

March 2014 - Lien Dang
18310 Kings Lynn Drive

April 2014 - Oscar Portillo
400 Linda Lane

March 2014 - The Preserve Apartments
444 E. Medical Center Boulevard

April 2014 - Brookdale Senior Living
780 W. Bay Area Boulevard

Christmas Lighting Awards
East of Highway 3

1st place
The Dolans - 8598 Anne Drive

2nd place
Tien Hoang - 537 W. Fork Street

3rd place
Robin Reid - 602 Sabinal Street

Honorable Mention
Asher Gaige - 18203 Kings Row

West of Highway 3

1st place
The Rogers - 214 Linda Lane
from p. 10

2nd place
Rick Vargas - 226 Henrietta Street

Enterprise Crude Pipeline, LLC for the installation of
a 2,800 foot section of 24-inch Crude Oil Pipeline
from a site starting at the intersection of NASA
Bypass and Hwy 3 to a site terminating in the
Cherokee Webster Development. (Unanimous).
• Denied the first reading of an ordinance setting
standards for a primary single provider of non
emergency transportation services.
• Approved a Resolution casting the ballot for Ed
Heathcott to the Board of Directors of the Harris
County Appraisal District. (Unanimous).
• Accepted the Investment Report for the quarter
ended September 30, 2013. (Unanimous)
• Held an Executive Session.
• Postponed action regarding the employment
contract of the City Manager. (Unanimous).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
September 17, 2013 and the Regular Meeting of

www.cityofwebster.com

3rd place
Isidro Blanco - 329 Linda Lane

October 15, 2013. (Unanimous).
November 19, 2013, City Council Meeting
• Approved the employment contract of the City
Manager. (For: Newland, Dietrich, Tosto, North,
Dolan, Jones. Against: Myers).
• Approved the purchase of computer hardware,
software, maintenance, and installation from Unique
Digital, Inc. (Unanimous).
• Held a discussion and gave direction to Staff
regarding procedures and ordinances for detention
and retention ponds in the City of Webster.
• Cancelled the second scheduled City Council
Meeting for December 17, 2013. (Unanimous).
• Postponed the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
November 5, 2013. (Unanimous).
December 3, 2013, City Council Meeting

Honorable Mention
Beulah Wilson - 218 Henrietta Street

• Authorized the purchase of a Transit Bus for
12 Passengers with two Wheelchair spaces from
Alliance Bus Group, Inc. (Unanimous).
• Denied the Mayor and City Council’s annual cost
of living stipend.
• Appointed Natalie Dolan, by acclamation, as a
representative of the governmental body to the
Board of Trustees of the Fireman’s Relief and
Retirement Fund S. B. 411 of Webster, Texas for a
term ending January 1, 2016. (Unanimous).
• Elected Floyd H. Myers, by acclamation, Chairman
of the Board of Directors of the City of Webster Tax
Increment Reinvestment Zone No. 1 (TIRZ) for a
term ending January 1, 2015. (For: Newland, Dietrich,
Tosto, North, Dolan, Jones. Abstain: Myers).
• Approved the minutes of the Regular Meeting
of November 5, 2013 and the Regular Meeting of
November 19, 2013. (Unanimous).
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City Officials
Mayor: Donna Rogers............................................................................ 281.678.4090
Council Position No. 1: Diana Newland.............................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 2: Alexandra Dietrich........................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 3: Larry Tosto....................................................... 281.332.1826
Council Position No. 4: Doug North.................................................... 281.332.1826
Council Position No. 5: Natalie Dolan................................................281.332.1826
Council Position No. 6: Bill Jones.......................................................... 281.332.1826

City Services
Animal Control.......................................................................................... 281.316.3700
City Trash Hauling.................................................................................... 281.316.3700
Civic Center Rental.................................................................................. 281.316.4114
Republic Services (residential).............................................................. 281.446.2030
Republic Services (commercial)........................................................... 713.849.0400
Tickets - To Pay By Credit Card............................................................ 281.338.6702
Utility Billing.............................................................................................. 281.316.4120
Water/Sewer Line Breaks...................................................................... 281.316.3700

City Offices – 101 Pennsylvania Ave.
EMERGENCY Ambulance-Fire-Police....................................................................9-1-1
City Hall Main Switchboard.................................................................. 281.332.1826
Building Permits........................................................................................ 281.338.2925
Chief Building Official............................................................................. 281.316.4138
City Manager............................................................................................ 281.332.1826
City Secretary........................................................................................... 281.332.1826
City Planner............................................................................................... 281.316.4122
Code Enforcement................................................................................... 281.316.4106
Community Development Director..................................................... 281.316.4129
Economic Development Director......................................................... 281.316.4116
Economic Development Specialist...................................................... 281.316.4135
Emergency Management ..................................................................... 281.316.3712
Environmental Health Inspector.......................................................... 281.316.4133
Finance Director....................................................................................... 281.316.4102
Fire Department (Non-Emergency)....................................................281.332.2711
Fire Station #1 & Fire Marshal– 18300 Hwy. 3............................281.332.2711
Fire Station #2 – 18208 Egret Bay Blvd...........................................281.332.2711
Human Resources (Personnel)............................................................. 281.332.1826
Marketing & Tourism.............................................................................. 281.316.4121
Municipal Court....................................................................................... 281.338.6702
Police Department (Non-Emergency)
217 Pennsylvania Ave............................................................................ 281.332.2426
Public Works Service Center................................................................. 281.316.3700
Recreation.................................................................................................. 281.316.4137
Webmaster................................................................................................ 281.316.4121

Telephone & Utility Services
AT&T........................................................................................................... 800.464.7928
CenterPoint Energy.................................................................................. 281.534.4569
Comcast..................................................................................................... 800.776.9993
Reliant Energy.......................................................................................... 713.207.7777
Verizon........................................................................................................ 800.483.4000
Government Services
Clear Lake City Water Authority........................................................... 281.488.1164
Clear Lake Courthouse Annex.............................................................. 281.486.7250
Harris County Tax Office........................................................................ 713.224.1919
Harris County Public Health................................................................. 713.439.6000
Poison Control (UTMB).......................................................................... 800.222.1222
Texas Dept. of Public Safety (Drivers License).................................281.486.8242
U.S. Post Office, 17077 Texas Avenue................................................281.316.0379
Community Services
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership.........................................832.536.3255
Bay Area Houston Transportation Partnership.................................832.771.0773
Bay Area Turning Point Hotline (domestic violence, sexual assault, homeless).....281.286.2525
Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce..........................................281.488.7676
Clear Lake City-County Freeman Branch Library............................281.488.1906
Innovative Alternatives............................................................................ 832.864.6000
Interfaith Caring Ministries................................................................... 281.332.3881

City Council

Diana Newland
Council Position 1

Alexandra Dietrich
Council Position 2

Larry Tosto

Council Position 3

Donna Rogers
Mayor

Doug North

Council Position 4

Natalie Dolan

Council Position 5

Bill Jones

Council Position 6

